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VOLKSWAGEN 

25 October 2002 

Ms. Marilynne Jacobs 
Director 
Office of Vehicle Safety Compliance 
Room 61 1 1  
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration 

400 Seventh St., S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
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Safety Affairs and 

Vehicle Testing 

Mail Code 3C02 

3800 Hamlin Road 

Auburn Hills, MI 48326 

Tel. (248) 754-5000 

Fax (248) 754-5099 

Subject: Docket 2002- 11847; Notice 2 - Part 591 "Importation of Vehicles and 
Equipment" (Petition for Decision that Nonconforming 2000 and 200 1 
Audi A4, S4 and RS4 are eligible for Importation) published in the Federal 
Register September 30, 2002 

Dear Ms. Jacobs: 

The subject Notice is the second action relating to the subject vehicles. The first notice 
was published April 4, 2002 and related to 2001 Audi A4 and S4 vehicles. Volkswagen 
submitted comments to that notice on May 2,2002. The petitioner has now amended its 
request to also include 2000 model year Audi A4 and S4 models and the 2000 and 2001 
RS4. 

The petitioner responded to the Volkswagen comments and indicated that the issues 
raised either did not exist in the vehicles for which the importation is requested or that 
they will be reviewed in addition to the items initially incorporated in the petition as 
published in the Federal Register notice of April 4, 2002. 

Volkswagen submits that the issues raised in its comments to the first notice continue to 
be relevant and require appropriate action by the petitioner. The vehicle requirements 
for modification stated in this latest September 30, 2002 Notice do not appear to 
incorporate all of the considerations acknowledged by the petitioner in its response to 
the Volkswagen comments of May 2,2002. 

Based on the petitioner's submissions and the Volkswagen comments, the petitioner 
needs to review, in the case of each vehicle being examined and considered for 
importation, all of the applicable standards to determine the modifications required for 
that vehicle. It is not sufficient to make any advanced assumptions on any particular 
vehicle that it will comply with regard to the specific standards because other vehides of 
the class examined would not have required modification. 
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The vehicle configurations for the United States and European markets for the 2000 and 
2001 Audi A4 and S4 need to be clarified. In the United States, the 2000 and 2001 
model year A4 and S4 were the earlier vehicle design for the Audi A4 carline. In 
Europe, the 2001 model year A4 sedan was also produced in the new carline platform 
that was introduced in the United States as the 2002 model year A4. The model 
identification is incorporated into the VIN and the old version carline was identified as 8D 
and the new version as 8E. Therefore, any 2001 model year European version of the 
new design A4 cannot be compared to a 2001 model year United States A4 vehicle of 
the earlier design for the purposes of determining modifications required for importation. 

With regard to the RS4, this model was not certified either for safety or emissions for 
United States importation (although the RS4 structure and engine lay-out are similar to 
the earlier model A4 and S4). Therefore, there is no specific RS4 model available for 
comparison, and in particular the bumper systems on the RS4 differ from the A4 or S4. 
No US certified parts are available for the RS4 bumper system. In addition, there is no 
EPA emission standard certification of the RS4 for a comparable US model. 

Please contact Steven G. Jonas at 248-754-5097 of my staff for any questions or 
clarifications relating to these comments. 

Sincerely, 

VOLKSWAGEN OF AMERICA, INC. 

Process Leader 
Safety Affairs and Vehicle Testing 

cc: Luke Loy, NHTSA 


